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What are Open Educational Resources?



Open Educational Resources

● Can be “teacher-facing” resources: lesson plans, assignment descriptions, 
class syllabi/calendars, grading rubrics, notes, tutorials on how to use 
certain software etc.

● Can also be “student-facing” resources: textbooks, class websites, videos 
etc.

● Many resources you already use to teach can be made “open” if they use a 
Creative Commons license instead of a traditional copyright



OER: More than “Free Stuff”

● Lower textbook costs increase accessibility to higher ed

● Opens up research to more people

● Spurs a new way of thinking about class and course materials
○ Students and faculty alike can engage in real knowledge production



David Wiley’s 5Rs of Open Educational Resources

Retain: Resource can be copied and used by another

Reuse: Resource can be used for a variety of purposes

Revise: Resource can be edited, altered, or adapted to another purpose

Remix: Resource can be combined with other resources or pieces of resources 

Redistribute: Resource can be shared and/or published publicly 



Copyright vs. Creative Commons

This slide was adapted from OER Basics, by Kelsey Smith, available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
license.

https://pt.slideshare.net/KelseySmith106/whcl-innovate-2019-oer-basics
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Open Pedagogy

“An access oriented commitment to learner-driven education and a 
process of designing architectures and using tools for learning that enable 
students to shape the public knowledge commons of which they are a part.”

Rajiv Jhangiani, Vice Provost, Teaching and Learning, Brock 
University, St. Catharines, Ontario



Avoiding the “disposable assignment”

“ [David] Wiley refers to these as assignments that students 
complain about doing and faculty complain about 
grading. 

A student may spend three hours creating it, a teacher spends 30 
minutes grading it, and as soon as the project is handed 
back, the student throws it away.”

From: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-oercommunitycourse-understandingoer/chapter/embracing-open-pedagogy/



Making assignments reusable

“Open Pedagogy considers a more renewable approach – embracing 

assignments and activities where students create materials that 

are shared with their peers, and other students taking the 

same class at your institution or around the world!” 

From: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-oercommunitycourse-understandingoer/chapter/embracing-open-pedagogy/



Examples of Open Pedagogy

● Students create tutorial videos that cover: skills, key concepts, 
worked examples, connections to their lives

● Students create written or recorded summaries that can be 
reviewed and improved upon by future classes

● Students create worked examples, exam questions, step-by-step 
instructions, or games that will help future students succeed 
at a major writing assignment

Adapted from: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-oercommunitycourse-understandingoer/chapter/embracing-open-pedagogy/



Specific Examples of Reusable Assignments



Reusable assignment: Wikipedia Article Edits/Creation 

  

Murder, Madness and Mayhem and Faculty essay 

Environment: Remote or in person. Wikipedia 
has infrastructure for editing/writing. 

Skills: research, learning Wikipedia’s 
rules/licensing/attribution/fact-checking 

Fac/student roles: Faculty needs familiarity 
with Wiki. Guidelines/goals for project. Where to 
find relevant OER 

Collaboration: Lots of peer and faculty 
cooperation. Potential collaboration with Wiki 
administrators or “FA team” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Murder_Madness_and_Mayhem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jbmurray/Madness


Student-Generated Quizzes in an Open Textbook

Learning environment: Can be used on 
many platforms.

Skills: By having students formulate 
questions for evaluating learning, they learn 
critical thinking and analysis.

Fac/student roles: Faculty provides 
guidance and feedback on student-created 
materials. Students become more involved in 
their learning goals and tasks.

Collaboration: Students work in small 
groups.



Student-Generated Quizzes in an Open Textbook (Continued)



John Jay faculty who have used OER to 
increase student engagement



Student-Generated Mitigation Statement

● Sociology 101: Prof. Marisa Tramontano

● Courses uses OpenStax for nearly all required readings

● Students watch videos on role playing exercises

● Students see redacted/fictional dossiers for examples of statements

● Students receive a template for mitigation statements, but must make all 
of the decisions around what is being mitigated, what the context is etc. 



Reusable and Collaborative: Hum 300 Justice e-Reader

  



John Jay: Faculty Instructional Resources 



Activity: On the hunt for OER 

● Do a Google search to find OER Commons
○ Enter in your subject and grade level (college)
○ Can you figure out how to find any teacher-facing resource (lesson plans, syllabi, 

assignment descriptions)?

● Do a Google search to find Pressbooks
○ Click the pressbooks directory
○ Locate the search feature on the site and search for the John Jay Justice e-Reader

■ Can you locate the e-reader’s table of contents?

● Do a Google search to find CUNY Academic Works
○ It is possible to see a list of all Open Educational Resources made by faculty at 

John Jay. Can you find it?



Questions? Contact us!

Mike Schoch: mschoch@jjay.cuny.edu

Bruce Shenitz: bshenitz@jjay.cuny.ed

mailto:mschoch@jjay.cuny.edu



